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MEET OUR PARENT LEADERSHIP COUNCIL (PLC)  
MEMBERS FOR 2025- 2026 SCHOOL YEAR

OUR  PLC PRESIDENT 
MONIQUE BOWENS
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COORDINATOR / PLC 
LIAISON  MS. PINK



OUR PLC TREASURER
LUCIA MARTINEZ- JIMENEZOUR PLC ALUMNI 

PARENT VOLUNTEER
DENISE TURNER

OUR PLC PARENT FUNDRAISING 
COORDINATOR CATHERINA DAVIUS

OUR PLC PARENT 
VOLUNTEER
ANGELICA PEREZ



ZOOM CLOSED CAPTION
TRANSLATION WITH 
Ms. LUCIA MARTINEZ -JIMENEZ  



Zoom Closed Captions in Spanish Directions
To enable closed captions in Spanish during a 
Zoom meeting, follow these steps:

1. Join the Meeting: Start your Zoom meeting 
and ensure you are in the meeting controls 
toolbar.

2. Show Captions: Click the Show Captions 
icon, then click the up arrow icon to access 
more options.

3. Set Language: Next to the Show Captions 
icon, click the up arrow icon, select the 
Caption language: English menu, and choose 
Spanish.

4. Adjust Settings: If needed, adjust the text 
size, background color, and text color for 
better visibility.

5. Save Settings: Save your settings to ensure 
the captions are generated in Spanish.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=645fb336e5dc0f9f9d9166a2b3c19c71d3c00408f17958f6b904f8d85a40a2d0JmltdHM9MTc1ODA2NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0d37d1c6-c543-6497-09b7-c0c0c421654a&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0Lnpvb20uY29tL2hjL2VuL2FydGljbGU_aWQ9em1fa2Imc3lzcGFybV9hcnRpY2xlPUtCMDA2MDg0NA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=645fb336e5dc0f9f9d9166a2b3c19c71d3c00408f17958f6b904f8d85a40a2d0JmltdHM9MTc1ODA2NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0d37d1c6-c543-6497-09b7-c0c0c421654a&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0Lnpvb20uY29tL2hjL2VuL2FydGljbGU_aWQ9em1fa2Imc3lzcGFybV9hcnRpY2xlPUtCMDA2MDg0NA&ntb=1


Instrucciones para activar los subtítulos cerrados en español en Zoom Para habilitar los 
subtítulos cerrados en español durante una reunión de Zoom, sigue estos pasos:
1.Únete a la reunión: Inicia tu reunión de Zoom y asegúrate de estar en la barra de 
herramientas de controles de la reunión.
2.Mostrar subtítulos: Haz clic en el ícono de mostrar subtítulos, luego haz clic en el ícono de 
flecha hacia arriba para acceder a más opciones.
3.Establecer idioma: Junto al icono de Mostrar subtítulos, haz clic en el ícono de la flecha 
hacia arriba, selecciona el menú de idioma de subtítulos: inglés y elige español.
4.Ajustar la configuración: Si es necesario, ajusta el tamaño del texto, el color de fondo y el 
color del texto para una mejor visibilidad.
5.Guardar Configuraciones: Guarda tus configuraciones para asegurar que los subtítulos se 
generen en español.



PLC VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA  
● WELCOME FROM MS. PINK
● WELCOME FROM THE PLC
● TRANSLATION OPTIONS - MS. PINK & PLC MEMBERS
● PLC AGENDA- PLC MEMBERS
● VIRTUAL HOUSEKEEPING RULES- PLC MEMBERS
● SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM OUR PLC PRESIDENT
● SCHOOL UPDATES FROM PRINCIPAL VALERIE JACOBSON
● PRESENTATION IMMSCHOOLS
● COMMERCIAL BREAK
● COMMUNITY RESOURCES ALONG WITH POSITIVE VIBES- 

MS. PINK
● PLC DECEMBER  2025 RAFFLE
● COMMUNITY TABLE-PLC MEMBERS & MS. PINK
● CLOSING & FINAL REMARKS



Quick Virtual Housekeeping
● Please  Mute your Screen & Mute your Phones
● Please Do Not Click Present or Hook your Screen to the TV ( It Interferes with the 

Presentation)
● Please Type your Name, Scholar’s Name & Email  Address in the Comment Section for 

Attendance 
 ** Families on the phone please email Ms. Pink your name,scholar’s name & grade

● Please type any Questions in the Comment Section relating to the Meeting
● NOTE: This PLC Virtual Meeting will be recorded & posted on our school website



PLC Message from 
PLC President 
Mrs. Bowens



    HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM YOUR PLC & Ms. PINK
   WISHING YOU & YOUR 
FAMILY PEACE, JOY, 
HAPPINESS AND PROSPERITY 
IN THIS HOLIDAY SEASON



     The Parent Leadership Council (PLC) is thrilled to announce our Fundraising Campaign! 
Our goal is to provide college essentials to a minimum of 10 deserving scholars upon their 
graduation, as well as establish ongoing funds to support families and scholars in need, & 
facilitate exciting parent activities. We are counting on your generous support, as no 
donation is too small! You can easily contribute by using Zelle: Simply send your  
donation to kfernandez@thewcs.org and remember to write "PLC Donation" in  
the Memo line.   Take a moment Now & donate to the PLC. We wholeheartedly welcome all 
donations & are incredibly grateful for your participation in this exciting endeavor! 



School 
Announcements 

from
 Principal 
Jacobson



➔ December 22nd, 2025 -January 2nd, 2026- Winter Recess:  
NO SCHOOL

➔ January 5th, 2026- All Scholars & Staff  Return to School
➔ January 7th, 2026 @1:30pm- Earth Science Lab Practical
➔ January 8th, 2026 @3pm- Earth Science Lab Practical  

Make-Up
➔ January 10th, 2026- WCHS OPEN HOUSE: Student 

Recruitment
➔ January 19th, 2026-School Closed: Rev. Dr. Martin Luther  

King Day
➔ January 20th, 2026- January 23rd, 2026: REGENTS EXAMS
➔ January 26th, 2026- NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS: Staff PD  

Day
➔ January 27th, 2026-January 30th, 2026: MIDTERM EXAMS
➔ January 29th, 2026- Virtual PLC Meeting









Academic 
Counselors will 
be scheduling 
students for 
January 
Regents Exams 
if:
● the  student 

was absent or 
did not pass 
in 
June/August

● scored lower 
than a college 
ready score in 
ELA or Alg
 



                           

















ImmSchools is an immigrant led 
nonprofit organization that ensure 

schools are safe and inclusive spaces 
for immigrant students and mixed 

status families.

ImmSchools es una organización sin 
fines de lucro dirigida por inmigrantes 
que garantiza que las escuelas sean 
espacios seguros e inclusivos para 
estudiantes y familias inmigrantes.



Community Agreements 

● We will be active participants

● We will show mutual respect 

● We will create a safe space 

● We will demonstrate a commitment 

to mutual learning 



Objectives

After this session-

● Learn about options after high school — college, 
job training, and starting a business.

● Understand supports like in-state tuition, financial 
aid, and scholarships.

● Create a plan for your student’s future pathway.

● Discover resources in the community to help your student succeed.



On the Road to College



Immigrant 
students, including 

undocumented 
students, have the 

right to access 
university, 
establish a 

business or a 
career.



Chat In/Chat Out

Q1: What grade is your scholar 
currently in?

Q2: What questions do you have 
about college, careers, or 
post-secondary options?



Debunking the Myths

Immigration does 
not affect 

students. If it does, 
it is solely relevant 
to LatinX students 

and those who 
speak only 
Spanish.

● There are 650,000 
undocumented  students 
with over 3 million in mixed 
status families. 

● The top 5 countries of origin 
in San Antonio are  Mexico, 
El Salvador, Honduras, India 
& Guatemala

You are unable to 
secure 

employment after 
high school or 

college if you are 
undocumented.

● Undocumented students 
have access to 
employment such as 
becoming an 
independent contractor

● ITIN Number 

You are able to 
attend college if 

you are  
undocumented.

● 450,000 undocumented 
students are enrolled in 
higher education within 
public and private 
institutions across the 
country. 

TRUE

Undocumented 
students may 
face barriers  

attending college 
if their parents 

are also 
undocumented.

● Undocumented students 
can attend college 
regardless of their 
parents’ legal status.

You can apply 
for financial aid 

regardless of 
your parents’ 
immigration 

status. 

● If you qualify, you can 
apply for financial aid. 

● A requirement for each 
application is that 
parents report their 
taxes.

FALSETRUEFALSE FALSE



Access to Higher Education 

Undocumented 
students can 
go to college 
and receive 

state financial 
aid in New 

York!

Senate Bill S1250: José Peralta New York 

State DREAM Act

● Undocumented students who meet the 
requirements can apply for state financial 
aid

● Provides undocumented students access to 
Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) and the 
Excelsior Scholarship 

Currently there is no federal law that allows 
undocumented students to apply to federal 

funding at the national level. 



In-State Financial Support: NYS Dream Act Eligibility

Requirements:

● Attend a NYS High School for 2+ years 
and enroll in NYS college within 5 years 
of graduating 

● Receive a GED Diploma from NYS and 
enroll at a NYS college within 5 years 

● Receive a NYS High School 
diploma/GED  and enroll in Graduate 
studies within 10 years of graduating

Immigration Statuses: 

● Undocumented 

● Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA)

● Temporary Protected Status 

(TPS)

● T-Visa

● U-Visa

● Asylum Pending



Important Note

Student must apply and be admitted into an institution in 
order to receive and apply for financial aid & scholarships 



Financing 
Post-Secondary 

Schools



Confidentiality 

● Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA): 
Schools and districts are 
prohibited from providing 
student information to 
anyone, including ICE, 
without parental consent.

 The information you share is secure!

● Applications 
● Admissions  
● Scholarships



Tuition & Financial Aid Equity for Undocumented Students
Equidad en matrícula y ayuda financiera para estudiantes 
indocumentados

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/


Types of Financial Aid
 U.S. 

Citizens
Permanent 
Residents

Visas Undocumented 

Federal Aid (FAFSA) Yes Yes No No

State Aid Yes Yes No Yes

Government grants Yes Yes No No

Government loans Yes Yes No No

Private loans Yes Yes Yes Yes

Work-Study Yes Yes No No

In-State Tuition Yes Yes Depends on Visa Yes

Institutional Aid Yes Yes Yes Yes

Scholarships Depends on 
requirements

Depends on 
requirements

Depends on 
requirements

Depends on requirements



If I receive a scholarship/ financial 
aid & I change my mind about 

college, do I lose out on the money 
or do I apply again?

Notify your financial aid office (at the 
college you enrolled) to cancel your award 
without penalties. Once you decide to start 

school- you may have to re-apply for 
scholarship/financial aid  again.

Do we have to pay back any awarded 
financial aid and or scholarships? 

You do not need to pay back any grants or 
scholarships.

Can undocumented students take out 
private loans to help pay for college? 

● Yes: While undocumented individuals can 
still take out private loans, their loan 
providers may require them to have a 
co-signer who is a U.S. citizen. 

● Reasons NOT to do so: Can get into debt as 
it accrues interest (paying more over time) 



Career Exploration & Pathways

Exploración de Carreras y Caminos 
Profesionales



Vocational Programs
Escuelas Técnicas



Certificate Programs
Programas de Certificación

● A few months to a year
● Credential to enter fields like tech 

support, medical coding, or web 
development

● Quick path to employment and 
opportunities for specialization

● De unos meses a un año
● Credencial para ingresar a campos 

como soporte técnico, codificación 
médica o desarrollo web

● Vía rápida al empleo y 
oportunidades de especialización



Traditional College Degrees

● 4+ years.

● Broad education with 

opportunities for 

professional or academic 

advancement.

● College graduates may have 

access to roles that require a 

degree, but there’s often 

higher student debt.



Story Time!

Stories of Strength: 
Documenting our Stories 



"Paths Through Dreams" – Celebrating Immigrant Student Success

First-generation Latino (MX) student, 
Angel Ortiz – Newark, NJ

7 Ivy League universities Princeton (EA), Brown, 
Columbia, Dartmouth, Harvard, UPenn, and Yale.

Daughter of undocumented immigrants  
Stephany Gutiérrez – Santa Ana, CA

4 Ivy League universities Brown, Dartmouth, 
Harvard, and Columbia 

https://abc7.com/santa-ana-high-school-harvard-students-college-acceptance-ivy-league/10498137/


Recursos y Servicios de la 
Ciudad de Nueva York

New York City Services & 
Resources



NYC Care

• A health access option for New Yorkers who are unable to afford 
health insurance or are ineligible for health insurance. 

• Free membership program through NYC Health + Hospitals 

You can make a free appointment to determine your eligibility 
for NYC Care or health insurance plans by calling 646-NYC-Care 

(646-692-2273).



IDNYC

Benefits 

• Prescription and supermarket discounts.

• Discounted Entertainment and Movie tickets.

• Accepted at some Banks and Credit Unions.

Privacy
• The City does not ask for your immigration 

status when applying for an IDNYC card.

A card for all New Yorkers regardless of immigration status.

For more information, call 311 and say “IDNYC” or visit 
nyc.gov/idnyc 



NYS Driver’s Licenses
• The 2019 Green Light Bill in New York State allows 

undocumented immigrants to apply for a standard driver’s 
license. 

• To qualify, applicants must provide proof of identity, 
residency in New York, and age. 

• Accepted documents include passports, consular ID cards, 
and utility bills. 

• The law helps improve road safety and ensures immigrant 
communities can drive legally, with their personal 
information protected from federal immigration 
authorities.



©2025 by ImmSchools®. No portion of this publication may be cited, reproduced, transmitted or 
circulated in any form or manner by any means including, by not limited to, graphic, electronic, and 
mechanical methods, photocopy, recording, taping, or any informational storage and retrieval systems 
without explicit written permission from the author.

Thank you!

¡Gracias!
maria@immschools.org



And Now it’s Time for a 
Commercial Break



Updates from Our 
Academic Counselor 
& Counseling 
Department Leader
Ms. Chery



Not sure if your scholar 
needs credit recovery? 



Quick Post Secondary Updates

● FAFSA and TAP Completion
● Acceptances Now and June
● Keep your Senior motivated





       PLC BREAKING NEWS
                      COME JOIN US!
PLC FUNDRAISER & PARENT 
COORDINATOR RESOURCES FAIR
DATE: FEBRUARY 10th, 2026
TIME: 4PM-7PM
LOCATION: MEDIA CENTER 1ST FLOOR
 WE ARE SELLING DELICIOUS HOT FOOD, DESSERT , 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES & THE TAKE WHAT YOU NEED 
TABLE FILLED WITH FREE CLOTHING (NEW & GENTLY 
USED) BOOKS & MORE… PLEASE JOIN US!



Community 
Resources from 

Ms.  Pink

















PLC RAFFLE



 To enter the Raffle email the PLC at  plc@thewcs.org
Include:

1. Your Full Name 

2. Your scholar’s Name, Grade & Student ID Number
3. The word  “SANTA”

      PARENT LEADERSHIP COUNCIL (PLC)    
            December 2025 Raffle

RAFFLES ARE ONLY OPEN TO WCHS CURRENT FAMILIES.

 Only one entry per family. You must be present at the entire meeting for the raffle. If  you are not in 
attendance, another name will be drawn.

                    Enter to win a $25 Gift Card  
PARENT MUST BE AT THE NEXT PLC MEETING December 18th,2025 @ 6pm TO WIN

ENTER NOW!!!  Gift Card to AMAZON  
RAFFLE DEADLINE IS: December 15th, 2025  

There will be 4 
Winners

mailto:plc@thewcs.org


PLC NOVEMBER 
Raffle 2025



COMMUNITY TABLE
Open Parent Discussion  



Do you have any 
questions?

Thanks!
PLEASE REACH OUT TO US 

IF YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS 
AT: PLC@THEWCS.ORG

See you at our next 
Virtual PLC meeting

 JANUARY 29th, 
2026 at 6pm!!



WISHING YOU ALL A SAFE 
& JOYFUL HOLIDAY BREAK!
WARMEST WISHES,
 YOUR PLC & Ms. PINK 


